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Text: 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus. 21: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. 

Introduction 
“Surely I come quickly.” These are the last words of our Lord recorded in the Bible. These last 
words are the final words given to His bride, the Church. They are very short and simple, but 
they are powerful, searching, reassuring and comforting words. 

In His final words, our Lord summarizes the central theme of the book of Revelation which 
is His second coming. This book centers around the reality of His second coming.
Revelation 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also 
which pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

The second coming of our Lord is a very important truth and teaching in the Bible. When we 
are communicating something that is super important, we repeat ourselves, don’t we?  And that’s 
exactly what our Lord did. In this chapter alone, He repeats this truth three times.
Revelation 22:7 Behold, I come quickly: blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the prophecy 
of this book.

Revelation 22:12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be.

And then at the end of this chapter ... 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.
Three times in this chapter, our Lord made that announcement that He is coming again. Why? 
Because this is something, He doesn’t want the church to miss. Then He used two words 
which are meant to get our attention, namely, the words “behold” and “surely.” “Behold, I come 
q u i c k l y . ” “ S u r e l y I c o m e q u i c k l y . ” H e c a l l s H i s C h u r c h t o 
give careful and undivided attention to the reality of His coming again.

As someone has said, “The return of our Lord Jesus Christ is not a mere doctrine to be 
discussed, nor a matter for intellectual study alone. Its prominence in the New Testament shows 
the great importance of the truth, for it is referred to, over three hundred times, and it may 
almost be said that no other doctrine is mentioned so frequently or emphasized so strongly.”



Today and next Sunday I want us to consider the great and glorious truth of the Second Coming 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. I want us to focus our attention on the Promise of His 
Second Coming, the Prayer for His Second Coming, and the Provision for His Second Coming.

Before we move on, understand that the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ will take place 
in two stages which are the Rapture and the Revelation.

1. The Rapture 
The first phase of the second coming of Jesus Christ is called the “rapture.” The word “rapture” 
is not found in the Word of God, but its concept is clearly taught in the Scripture. Rapture means 
to be “caught up” or to be “snatched away.” So, the word “rapture” though not found in the 
Bible is correct and appropriate word to describe the first stage of Christ’s return.

The first phase of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ called “rapture” is the “catching up” of 
the believers into the air as Christ comes to the clouds. This is described for us in ...
1 Thessalonians 4:13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which 
are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. 14: For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. 
15: For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto 
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16: For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord. 18: Wherefore comfort one another with these words.

Rapture is also described in ... 
1 Corinthians 15:51 Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, 52: In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall 
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 

2. The Revelation 
The second phase of Christ’s second coming is called the “Revelation.” The word “Revelation” 
refers to the visible revealing of Jesus Christ to the world when He returns in power and glory, 
as taught in ...
Luke 21:25 And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; 26: Men's hearts failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. 27: And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.

Then in ... 



Revelation 19:11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him 
was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war. 12: His eyes 
were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name written, that no 
man knew, but he himself. 13: And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name 
is called The Word of God. 14: And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white 
horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean. 15: And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that 
with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the 
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16: And he hath on his vesture and on 
his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 

The Rapture and the Revelation of Christ are often confused. Sometimes it is difficult to 
determine whether a Scripture verse is referring to the Rapture or the Revelation. But, in 
studying end-times Bible prophecy, it is very important to differentiate between the two.

But quickly, let me give you some differences between the Rapture and Revelation - at the 
Rapture, believers meet the Lord in the air. At the Revelation, believers return with the Lord to 
the earth. The Rapture occurs before the tribulation. The Revelation occurs after the great and 
terrible tribulation. The Rapture is for the deliverance of the believers. The Revelation is for the 
judgment of the unbelievers. In summary, the rapture is the return of Christ in the clouds to 
remove all believers from the earth before the time of God’s wrath. The second coming is the 
return of Christ with the clouds to the earth to bring the tribulation to an end and to defeat the 
Antichrist and his evil world empire. 

Now let’s look at ... 
I - The Promise of His Coming 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus.
The last words of the Lord Jesus Christ to the Church is a promise of His second coming. The 
final promise of the Bible is the wonderful assurance of Christ concerning His glorious second 
coming. This promise is found throughout the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The Bible begins with a promise and it’s a promise of our Lord’s coming. 
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
Here is a promise of the coming Messiah and there are two comings in this promise made in 
the garden of Eden. W. A. Criswell speaking about the two comings in this promise, wrote, “The 
first coming, when our Lord is bruised by Satan [Genesis 3:15]; He came the first time to be 
crucified, to die, to give His life an atonement for our sins [Matthew 20:28]. But there is yet a 
second part to that promise, “And Thou shalt crush his head!” [Genesis 3:15]. There is another 
coming of our Lord, when He shall trample underfoot the serpent, the dragon, the waster and 
destroyer of this earth [Revelation 20:2].  And it is of this second coming that our Lord writes, 
“Surely, I come quickly” [Revelation 22:20]."



This promise is also in the New Testament. In John 14:1-3 the Saviour said to His disciples: “Let 
not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also.” 

In Acts 1:11 the angels said to the disciples as they witnessed the ascension of Christ, “… Ye 
men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 

The nature or the manner of His Coming 
1. He will come surely 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly...
This promise was given more than 2000 years ago. For human beings bound by time and by 
nature impatient, that’s a really long time, and obviously Christ has not come yet. As Peter 
predicted many years ago, many will not believe and even mock that sure promise of Christ 
return, saying, “Where is the promise of His coming?”

2 Peter 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts, 
Peters warns his readers that in the last days, there will be people who will deny and make fun of 
the truth of the Second Coming of Christ. 

Then Peter quotes the mockers... 
2 Peter 3:4 And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. 
The skeptics of Peter’s day were denying that Jesus Christ would ever come again. The world 
today, 2000 years later are still saying the same thing. But regardless of what the scoffers say, our 
Lord Jesus Christ whose name is Faithful and True is coming again and He is coming with great 
certainty. “Surely I come quickly.”

The word “surely” is a strong affirmation. It is a sure promise. The Lord Jesus has not 
forgotten His promise “For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the 
glory of God by us” (2 Corinthians 1:20). Our Lord Jesus Christ is true to His promises. He used 
the word “surely” because He wants us to be sure of the truthfulness and the certainty of His 
coming. No one and nothing can prevent His coming. No king, no ruler, no politician can delay 
nor prevent the return of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.”

2. He will come quickly 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly...
Not only will our Lord come surely, He will also come quickly. The word “quickly” as used by 
our Lord does not mean “soon” or “immediately.” The word “quickly” means “imminent” that 



is, He will come at any moment, at any time. When it happens, He will come suddenly, “in such 
an hour as ye think not” (Matthew 24:44), and it will occur “in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52).

The early church believed in the imminent return of Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 4:15 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive 
and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16: For the 
Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17: Then we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we 
ever be with the Lord. 18: Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
Paul using the personal pronouns makes it clear that he was including himself with those who 
would be caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 

James, clearly told his readers that the Lord’s return was imminent: 
James 5:7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman 
waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early 
and latter rain. 8: Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh. 9: Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge 
standeth before the door.
Here James gives us a great illustration of the imminent return. “Behold, the Judge standeth 
before the door” gives us a picture of a judge standing behind a closed door leading to his seat. 
The people in the court room waits in anticipation for the door to open and the judge to take his 
seat of authority. What a clear picture this gives of the return of Christ! “Surely I come quickly. 
Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

3. He will come personally 
Revelation 22:20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly...
Not only will our Lord come surely and quickly He will also come personally. He is not coming 
by proxy or by representatives but in person. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

John 14:1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2: In my Father's 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. 3: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.
When Jesus Christ returns, He will not send His angels but He Himself will come for us! 

This is what the angel told our Lord’s disciple when He ascended up into the heaven in ... 
Acts 1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven.



The same Jesus who was taken up from them into the heaven is the same Jesus who will come 
again. And how did He go? Literally, personally, and bodily. Our Lord is not speaking of 
spiritual coming. The Lord Himself will descend personally, literally, physically and bodily from 
heaven for His Bride, the Church. “Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Closing Thoughts 
Jesus Christ is coming again! He is coming again surely and quickly and personally. “Surely I 
come quickly.” This promise of Christ’s certain and imminent coming should have a powerful 
sanctifying and purifying effect on us believers.
1 John 3:2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3: And 
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure. 
The knowledge that Christ’s coming could happen any moment and any time should motivate us 
to prepare, to seek to be like Christ, and to get rid of all the things that are displeasing and 
dishonoring to Christ. 

These words of Jesus Christ should also bring comfort to the believers. It should bring joy and 
excitement. Paul after after describing the rapture said these words, “18: Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” 

Marvelous message we bring 
Glorious carol we sing 

Wonderful word of the King 
Jesus is coming again 

Chorus: 
Coming again, coming again 

Maybe morning and maybe noon 
Maybe evening and maybe soon 

Coming again, coming again 
O, what a wonderful day it will be 

Jesus is coming again! 

But those same words are frightening for the unbelievers. But it doesn’t have to be. There is a 
reason why Jesus Christ has not come yet. 
2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9: The Lord is not slack concerning his 
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

Our Lord is patiently waiting for you to come to Him. He is giving you the opportunity to repent 
and believe the Gospel. 



The Lord says come! 
Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29: Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. 30: For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

The Holy Spirit says come! The church says come! 
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

Salvation is open and available to everyone who through repentance and faith will come to 
Christ. 

One of our hymns goes like this: 

Whosoever cometh need not delay, 
Now the door is open, enter while you may; 

Jesus is the true, the only living Way: 
Whosoever will, may come! 

Another song puts it this way: 

Whosoever surely meaneth me. 

The last invitation in the Bible is God calling sinners to COME and to be saved. Would you 
come to Jesus Christ, calling Him to save you today? 

AMEN!


